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BIBLE YIEW OF SLATEEY. 



The word "slave" occurs but twice 
in our English pjible, but the term 
"servant,'' con:nnonly employed by 
our irunslators, has the meaning <>{ 
■flave in tb.e Hebrew and tlie Greek 
originals, as a general rule, where it 
stands alone. We read, liowever, in 
many places, of "hired .servants," and 
of " bondmen and bondmaids." The 
fir.st were not slaves, but the others 
were; the distinction being precisely 
the same which exists in our own day. 
Slavery, tlierefore, may be defined as 
•icrvitudc for descending to lha 

offspring. And this kind of bondage 
appears to have existed !i.s an estab- 
lished institution in all the a<^es of 
our world, by the universal evidence 
of histor}', whether sacred or pro- 
fane. 

This understood, I shall not oppose 
the prevalent idea that slavery is an 



evil in itself. A physical- evil it njay 
be, but this does not satisf)' the judg- 
ment of its more zealous adversaries, 
since they contend that it is a moral 
evil — a positive sin to hold a human 
being in bondage, under any circum- 
st:inces whatever, unless as a punish- 
ment inflicted on crimes, for the safety 
of the coniniunity. 

Here, therefore, lies the true aspect 
of the controversy. And it is evident 
that it can only be settled by the Bible, 
for every Christian is bound to assent 
to the rule of the inspired Apostle, 
that " sin is the transgression, of the 
law," namely, the law laid down in the 
Scriptures by the authority of God — 
the supreme " Lawgiver,, who is able 
to save and to destroy." From his 
AVord there can be no appeal. No re- 
bellion can be so ati'ocious in his sight 
as that which dares to rise against his 
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gcA'iM'iinicnt. No liliisplioiny cmm bo 1 
iiKirc imiKirdmialiU.' lliuii tliiil uKicii 
iiiipuU's sill oi' iiKM'iil evil to Uio do- 
ax'csdl Un! (■Ifrnnl .Juiljji'o, who is tiloiio 
pi'iiV'ct ill wisdom, 111 Uiu)wkHljj,'i', uikI 
in liivc. 

W illi iMilivo ooi'vcctnoss, llioroforc, 
your lot tor rcl'crs tlio (|m•^lio^ to t lio 
only iiilhllililo oritorion — tlio Word oC 
Ciod. ir it woro i\ iniiUoi' lo lie doUir- 
iniiu'd l)y my iiorsoniil symimtliios, 
tastes, or (Vc'lin[;'s, I should hi; as rondy 
as any man lo ('oiidctiiii the iiislitii- 
lioii ol' slavery, lor all my iirojudici'S 
of t'liucalioii, hahit, and social position 
.stand onliri'ly opposed lo it, l$ut as a 
Clirislian, I am solemnly warned not to 
be "wise in my own conceit," and not 
to " lean to my own nnderstandin<:!;." 
As a (.,'hristian, i am compelU"! lo sub- 
mit my weak and erring intelloet to 
the authority of the Almighty. For 
then only ciiu 1 be safe in my conclu- 
sions, when 1 know that they iire in 
uceordance with tho will of llini, be- 
fore whoso tribunal ! must render a 
strict account in the last great day. 

1 proceed, accordingly, to tho evi- 
dence of the sacred Scriptures, which, 
long ago, produced ccmpleto conviction 
in my own mind, and must^ as ! regard 
it, bo <;iiUMlIy conclusive to every can- 
did and sincere inquirer. When the 
array of positive proof is oNhibited, 1 
.shiill consider the objections, and ex- 
amine their varKlity with all the fair- 
ness in luy power. 

The fust appearance of slavery in 
the riiblc is tho wonderful jtrediclion 
of the patriarch Noah : Cursed be 
Canaan, a scrrant of scrrdiita shall he 
be to bis brctliren. Blessed be the 
L(ii-(1 (;<)d of Shem, jamI Canaan hIkiU 
be liis nrrrn'.it. (iod sb.'dl eidarga Ja- 
phet, and he sliall dwell i;i the tents 
of Shem, and Canaan ii\(jjll,bi,lii^^'^ 
varit. (Cen. '.I : 2.5.) ,>U».'ri/--» 

The lu'.'irtless irreverence w'nich 
Ilam, the father of Canaan, disjilayed 
toward liis eminent ])arent. whose 
piety had just saved him from the 
deluge, ]i!-esented the immediate orc<i- 
sioii lor this remarkable prophecy ; Vmt 
tVic actual fiiljilhvrnt was reserved 
for his jioslerity, after tliey had lost 
the knowledge of (.!od, and become ut- 
terly polluted In tlie abominations of 
heathen idolatry. The Almiglity, fore- 
Boeing this total degradation of the race, 
ordained them to servitude o." slavery 
under the descendants of Slicm and 
Juphet., doubtless because }te jiuhjed 
it to he their Jiltesi condition. And 
all h.istorv proves how accurately the 
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jiredlclion Inis iM'on accom]ilIshL'd,*cven 
to the pi'csenl day. 

We come next lo the prtiof that 
slavei'y was sanctioned l>y the Deity in 
the case of .Abraham, w host; three hnn- 
dred and ei|Jiteen bond servants, born 
in his own house, ((Icn. 1-i- ; M,) are 
mentioned along with those who wore 
hoxijH iritli /lifi viniirj/, as pi'oper sid.)- 
jects Ibr eirinimcision. (den. 17:12.) 
Mis wife Sarah had also an Kgyptian 
slave, named llagar, who lied Irom hoi' 
severity. And ''the angel of the Lord" 
commanded tho fugitive to rittirn lo 
her iiii-stvci'S and ,vilni/lt hrvHvl/. ((ion. 
11) : U.) If the iihilanthropisls of oiu' 
age, who profess to believe the llilile, 
had been willing to lake the counsel 
of that angel for theii- guidi;, it W()uld 
have jvreserved tho peace and weli'ari' 
of the Union. 

The thii'd jiroof that slavery \vas au- 
thorized by the Almighty occurs in ll;e 
last of the Ten Commandments, de^ 
livered from Mount Sinai, and univer- 
sally ackriowlodged by Jews and Chri>:- 
tians as Tiin .mohai. i.aw : " 'J'hou shall 
not covet thy neighbor'.-, house, tlion 
shalt not covet tliy sieighbor's wife, 
nor b.is vutv-scrraiit, iior hia maifl- 
Kcrvdiit, noi-his o.\, iu>r hisass, nor any 
thing that is thy neighbor's." (Kxoil. 
20 :"]7.) Here h is evident that the. 
lirinciple of property — "any thing that 
is thv neigiibor's" — runs through llie 
whole. 1 am (luitc aware, indei'd, of 
tho prejudice which many good ))eoplc 
entertain against the idea of ]iriij>eri;! 
in a human being, and ;-hall consider 
it, in due time, amongst the objretions. 
] am eipially aware that the wives of 
our day may take utnl)rage at the law 
which places them in the same sentencv 
with the slave, and even with tise house, 
and the cattle. But the truth is none 
the less certain. The husbiind has a' 
real property in the wife, l)ei-;nise she 
is bovmd, for life, to sei ve and to obey^ 
him. Tho wife has a real property in^ 
her husband, because he is bound for 
life to cherish and maintain her. The 
chnractcr of propei'iy is donbiless 
modilied by its design. Hut w hatever, 
whether ])erson or thing, the law ap- 
j)roj>ri((tcH to an individual, becomes' 
of necessity h\H 2'}'opiTtii. 

The foni-th pi-oof, however, is yet, 
more express, as it is derivi-d bom the;, 
direct rule established by the wisdom-; 
of God for his chosen peoi)le, ls) ael, on 
tho very point in question, namely : 5 
"If thou buy a llel)iew servant, six 
j'cars shall he serve, and in the seventh 
year he shall go out Ire; fur nothing; 



If hi) {•fiino in by liiinsolf, he shall I 
out h}' himself. If he wtM'u iiiiirriiHl, 
tlu'ii his wii'c shiiU <^o oiil with him. 
IC ma.stcr huvo givon him a wife, 
ami she have home him sons or 
daii}>;hU!i's, l/ui wife (did the childvctL 
itli(UL be Iter m<tK(cr\\ and he ahail (jo 
out hy hlmHctf:' (KnocI. 21 : 2-4.) 
iioi'o we .see thai the separation of 
hushaml and wife is i)osilively di- 
rcoled by the divine coiimiarid, in order 
to sc'cui'e the i)roi)erly ol' llio tua.ster in 
his hotid-maid and her ollspring. Hut 
the husband had an alternative, if he 
preferred slavery to separation. For 
thus the law of (lod proceeds: "If 
the servant shall plainly say, I love 
my master, my wife, and my ehildren; 
I will not ^0 out free; then his master 
shall brinj; him unto the judges; he 
shall also brinj; him to the door or 
unio the door-post ; and his master 
shall bore his orn* tliroujjih with an awl, 
and/ie s/ta/lffcrve him Jbrevcr.^^ (Exod. 
21 : 5, (i.) ^Vith this law before his 
eyes, what Christian can believe that 
the Almighty attiiched innuoj'ality or 
sin to the eoridition of slavery ? 

The treatment of slaves, especially 
as it regarded tlie degree of correction 
which the master might administer, 
occurs in the same chapter, as follows: 
" !f a man smite his sei vani or his 
maid with a rod, and he die under his 
hand, he shall bo surely punished. 
KotwithsL'inding if lie continue a day 
or two, he nhalL not be pi/niNhcd ; for 
he h hi>i money:'' (Exod. 21 : 20, 21.) 
And again. If a man .smite the eye of 
his servant or the eye of his maid, that 
it perish, he shall let him go free for 
his eye's sake. And if he smite out 
his man-servant's tooth, or his maid- 
servant's tooth, he shall let him go 
free for his tooth's sake." (E^xod. 21 : 
20, 27.) Here we see that the master 
was authoi i/.ed to use corporal correc- 
tion toward his .slaves, within certain 
limits. ^V hen innnediate death ensued, 
he was to be punished as the judges 
might determine. But for all that came 
short of this, the loss of his propei ty 
was held to bo a suHicient penalty. 

'I'he next evidence f urnished by the 
divine law appears in the peculiar and 
admirable appoiniment of the Jubilee. 
" Ye shall hallow the tiflieth year, and 
proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land to all the inhabitants thereof: it 
shall be a .) ubilee unto you, and yenhalL 
return every t/utn unto his possetinion, 
and ye shdll return every vmn to hia 
family:' (Lev. 25 : 10.) This enact- 
ment, however did not alfect the slave*.'., 



because it only extended to (he VsraftV 
ites who had " a possession and u 
family," according to the original di> 
tvibution of the land among the tribcfji. 
The distinction is plainly set forth in 
the same chapter, namely : 

"if thy brother that dwellelh by 
thee bo waxen poor, and bo sold unto 
tlieo, thou sinalt not compel him to 
serve as a bond servant, but a.s ft 
hired servant and as a sojourner ho 
shall be with thee, and shall serve theo 
unto the year of Jubilee, and then 
.shall he de]iart from thee, both he and 
his children with him, and shall return 
unto his own family, and unto the po«- 
j'.essioi\ of his fathers shall he return. 
For they are my servants winch l 
brought forth out of the land of 
Egypt, they shall not be sold as bond- 
men. IJoth thy bondmen and honilr 
maids, which, thou ahalt have, nha/l be 
of the heathni that are round about 
yov ; of then nhalL ye buy boudvicn 
and hoiidinaidn. Moreover, of the chil- 
dren of the Htrancjerti that do sojourn 
aniony yon^ of them ahall ye buy, und 
of their families that are icith you, 
which they be'jat in yovr land^ and 
they shall be your possession. And 
ye .sliall take them as an inhcritcnee 
fi>r your children after you, to inherit 
them for a possession; tuky suAi.i. uis 

VOCU HOND.MKN FOK KVKIJ ; but OVCt 

your brethren, the children of Isj-ael, 
ye shall not rule one over another with 
rigor. For unto me the children of 
l.srael are .servants; they are my 
servants whoni I brought foi th out of 
the land of Egypt : 1 jun the Lord voui" 
God." (Lev? 25 : 40-40, with v."55.) 

The distinction here made between 
the temporary servitude of the Israel- 
ite and the j)erpetual bondage of the 
heathen race, is too plain for contro- 
ver.sy. And this express and positive 
law iurnishes the true meaning of an- 
other passage which the vdtia aboli- 
tioni.st is ver}' fond of repeating: 
" Thou shalt not deliver unto his mas- 
ter the servant which is escaped from 
his nuister unto thee: he shall dwell 
with thee, even among you, in that 
jilacc which he shall choose, in one of 
thy gales where it liketh him best: 
thou shalt not opi)re.s.s him." (l)eut. 
2a: 15. 10.) This evidently must be 
referred to the c:ise of a slave who luul 
escaped from nforeiyn he<ifheii mftxter, 
and can not, with any sound reason, 
be apjilied to the slaves of the Israel- 
ites tliemselves. Foi- it is manifest 
that if it were so aj»plicd, it would 
nullify the other enacUnents of the 
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divine T/Owprivor, im<l it would linvo 
bfon nil absiirdily to U'll lliu i)ooi)lo 
tliiit llicv slioiiltl buy lioiidnieii and 
hoiidniiii'ds of (ho iR'ntlicri and tlic 
.straiifi;!.')', to ho tlii'ir jiossossion and tlio 
inluTitance of their (.-hilth'tin for ever," 
while, novcrthi-'lc'ss, the slaves slionid 
be nt liberty to run away and become 
fi'eenien when they pleased. It is 
tlio well-l<nown maxim, in the inter- 
pretation of all laws, that each sentence 
shall be construed as to !:;ive a con- 
sistent meaning to the whole. And 
assuredly, if we are bound to follow 
tills rule' in tlie legislation of earth, we 
can not be less bound to follow it in 
the legislation of the Almighty. 'J'he 
meaning that I have adopted is the only 
one which .agrees with the established 
principle of legal construction, and it 
has invariably been sanctioned by the 
doctors of the Jewish law, and every 
resjiectable Christian connnenlaloi-. 

Such, then, is tho institution of 
slavery, laid down by the Jjurd God of 
Israel for his chosen people, and con- 
tinued for fifteen centuries, until the 
new dispensation of the Gospel. What 
change did this produce V 1 grant, of 
cour.sc, that wc, as Christians, are 
bound by the precepts and examitle of 
the Saviour and hi.s apostles. Let us 
now, therefore, proceed to the all-im- 
portant inriuiry, whether we arc au- 
thorized by these to presume that the 
Mosaic system -was done away. 

First, then, wc ask what the divine 
Redeemer said in reference to slavery. 
And the answer is perfectly undeni- 
able: IJk did not A],LUi)t; to it at 
ALL. Not one word upon the suVyect 
is I'ecordcd b}' any of the four f^van- 
gelists who gave His life and docti-ines 
to the world. Yet slavery was in full 
oxistcncc at the time, throughout 
Judea ; and the Roman empire, ac- 
cording to the historian Gibbon, con- 
tained sixty millions of slaves, on t}jc 
lowest probable computation! How 
prosperous and united would our glori- 
ous republic be at this hour, if the elo- 
quent and pertinacious dcclaimers 
against slavery had been willing to 
follow their Saviour's example ! 

Hut did not our Lord substantially 
repeal the old law, by the mere fact 
that he established a new dispensa- 
tion ? Certainly not, unless they were 
incompatible. And that he did not 
consider them incompatible is clearly 
proved by his own ex{)ress declara- 
tion, think not," saith he, " that I 
am come to destroy the law or the 
prophets. I am not come to destroy, 
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but to fulfill." (Matt. 6: 17.) On that 
])oint, therefore, this single- passage is 
perfectly conclusive. 

It is said by some, however, that 
the great principle of the Gospel, love 
to God and love to man, necessai'ily 
involved the oondenuiation ol' slavery. 
Yet how sliould it have any siu;h re- 
sult," when we remember that tlii.s was 
no new principle, but, on the contrary, 
was laid down by the Deity to his own 
chosen people, and was (Quoted from 
the Old 'J'estamcnt by the Saviour 
himself? And why should slavery Ijc 
thought inconsistent with it'? In the 
I'olation of master and slave, we arc 
assured by our Southern brethren that 
there is incomjjarabiy more mutual 
love than can ever be found between 
the employer and the hireling. And I 
can readily believe it, for the very 
reason that it is a relation for life, and 
the parties, when rightly disj)oscd, 
must therefore feel a fin* stronger and 
deeper interest in each other. 

'I'ho next evidence whicli proves 
that the Mosaic law was liot held to 
be inconsistent with the Gospel occurs 
in the statement of the apostles to St. 
I'aul, made some twenty years, at least, 
after the establishment of the first 
Christian church in Jerusalem. " Thou 
seest, bi'other," said they, " how many 
thousands of Jews there are who be- 
lieve, (Utd thej/ are all scidous of the 
law:' (Acts' 2i : 20.) How could 
this have been possiVilc, if the law was 
supposed to be abolished by the new 
dispensation ? 

But the precepts .nnd thv; conduct 
of St. Paul himself, the gi-eat apostle 
of the Gentiles, are all sufhcicnt, 
because he meets the very point, and 
settles tlie whole question. Thus he 
saith to the Ephe.=,ians: " Servants, (in 
the original Greek, hond scrxaiUs or 
slaves) " be obedient to them that are 
your masters, according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in singleness 
of your hearts, as unto Chiist. Not 
with eye service, as men-jdeasers, but 
a.s the servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart, with good 
will doing service, ns to the Loi-d, and 
not unto men, knowing that what- 
soever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Loid, 
whether he be bond or free. And ye 
masters, do the same things uiito 
them, fbJ'beoring threatening, knowing 
that your Master also is in heaven, 
neither is there any respect of per- 
sons with him." (Eph. 0 : 5-0.) 
Again, to the Colossians, St. Paul 
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rc.pcatfi tho siuno comtnandmonts. 
"Servants,' (Umt i«, homl. ,v!nu;.nf.H or 
slfivos) "ohoy in all thin;;,>! your in.'iS" 
iiiVA ficconliii,!^ tt) tliu llosli, not with 
cyo sui'vicc, as nioii plciiscrs, hut in sin- 
gi(.MH!ss of luiiiD't, fciirin,!^ (iod." (Col. 
li : 22.) " Mivstci's, }!;ivo unto yonv sor- 
Viints that whii;h is just and oq\ial, 
knowing that yo aUm havo a Master in 
licuvoii." (Cdl. 4:'. 1.) 

v\«;'ain, tlio sanio inspired teacher lays 
down tl>c law in very strong; lornis, to 
Timothy, the (ivst iJishop of E[)lu'sus ; 
"iiCt as many servants as are under 
the yoke," (thsit is, tl>e yoke of hond- 
age,) " count their own masters worthy 
of all honor, that the name of CJodand 
his doctrine be not hlasphemed. And 
they th.at have believing nxastevs, let 
thcuj not des))ise them bccaiisc thoy 
arc brethren, but rather do them ser- 
vice l,)CcauHe tlicy are faithful and be- 
loved, partakers of the bcneiit. These 
things teach and exhort. If <iny man, 
teach ofJierwine, and comcnt not to 
■iohof,i\soma wordi^ even the, woi'ds of 
our Lnrd Jemis Christ, and to the. doc- 
trine which Li according to fjodlinexs, 
ho in proud, kiioioinrf nothing, Ind 
doting ii.hont questionit and nfrife.H of 
ipovds, whereof coraeih envy, strife, 
rdilings, cril HiiroiuingH, pcrrevftc dis- 
putings of men of corrupt rulndn and 
de-tUt'Ote of the truth, supposijig that 
gain is godliness. From such with- 
draw thyself. J?ut godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain. For wo brought 
nothing into this world, and it is cer- 
tain we can carry nothing out. And 
having food am! raiment, let us he 
therewith content." (1 Tim. 0: 1-S ) 

Lastly, St. I'aul, in* his Epistle to 
Philemon, informs him that he had sent 
back his fugitive slave, whom the apos- 
tle had converted to the Christian faitl: 
during his imprisonment, asking the 
master to foi-give and receive his peni- 
tent disciple. " I beseech thee for my 
son Ont'sinius," saith he, "whom I 
have begotten in my bonds, which in 
tiniG past was to thee U!! profitable, but 
now profitable to thoe and to nic, whom 
I have sent again ; thou th.crefovc re- 
ceive him that is mine own bowels, 
whom I would have retained with me, 
that in thy stead he might have min- 
istered imto me in the bonds of the 
gospel. But without thy mind would 
1 do nothing, that thy benefit should 
not bo as it ore of ni^cessity, but 
willingl}'. For perhaps he therefore 
departed for • ^ season, that thou 
shouldst receive him forever, not now 
as a .servant, but above a servant, a 



brother beloved, spocially to lao, but 
how nmch more to thee, both in the 
ficsh and in the Lord. If thou count- 
est me therefore a partner, receive him 
as myself. If ho liath wronged tboo 
or oweth thee nught, ])ut that on mine 
account. I I'avil have written it with 
mine own hand. I will repay it ; al- 
beit I do not say to thee how thou 
owest unto me thine own soul besides." 
(Ep. to I^iiilemon 5 ; ]0, lU.) 

The evidence of the New Testament 
i.s thus C"ni|)lete, plainly proving that 
the institution of slavery was not abol- 
ished by ihe Gospel. Cotnparc now 
the course of the ultra abolitionist with 
that of Christ and his iniipired apostle. 
The divine Iledeenier openly rebukes 
the sanctimonious Pharisees, " who 
made void the law of God by their tra- 
ditions." lie spares not the wealthy, 
infidel vSadducecs. He denounces the 
hyi)oeritical Scribes, who " loved the 
vippermost rooms at feasts and to be 
called of men, Rabbi, Uabbi." He 
calls the royal llerod "that fo.v," en- 
tirely regardless of the king's displea- 
sure, lie censures severely the Jewish 
practice of divorcing their wives for 
the slightest cause, and vindicates the 
original sanctity of marriage. lie tells 
the deluded crowd of his enemies that 
they arc " the children of the devil, and 
that the lusts of their fathers they 
would do." lie makes a scourge ol^ 
small cords, and drives the buyers and 
sellers out of the temple. And while 
he thus rebukes the sins of all around 
him, and speaks with divine authority, 
he proclaims himself the special friend 
and patron of the poor — preaches to 
tb.om his blessed doctrine, on the 
.nountain, by the seaside, or in the 
pul.'Iic streets, under the open canopy 
of hcuven — heals their diseases, par- 
takes of their humble fare, and, pass- 
ing by the rich and the great, cliooses 
his apostles from the ranks of the pub- 
licans and . the fishermen of Galilee. 
Yet he lived in the midst of slavcrv, 
maintained over the old heathen races, 
in accordance with the Mosaic law, and 
uttered not one word against it 1 \V hat 
l)roof can be stronger than this, that he 
did not regard it as a sin or a moral 
evil ? And what contrast can be more 
manifest than this example of Christ 
on the one hand, and the loud and 
bitter denunciations of our anti-slavery 
preachers and politicians, calling tliem- 
Hclres Christians, on the otlier V For 
they not only set themselves against 
the Word of God in this matter, con- 
demning slavery as the "nionster 

121 



0 



flin," tho " «tin> of all villainios," V)ut — 
»?l.vangu to Ki\y — (hey tU) it in tlio vory 
UMiiu! of that Saviour whoso whole liiie 
of oopiliic't was tlu' very oppositii of 
(heir own ! 

Jiook nc;xt at the contrast aflbrdo;,! 
Iiy the inspircnl Apostle of tho Ciontilos. 
Ilo i)roaclios to tlu! slave, and tolls him 
tn he ohcdient to his master for Christ's 
Kuki.', I'ailhful ami snhniissivo, as a main 
branch of religious duty, lie i)roachPS 
to the master and tells him to ho just 
and e(iual to his slave, knowin|i; that nis 
Muster is in heaven. 11c (inds a fugi- 
tive slave, and converts him to the 
Gospel, .and then sends hin^ b!\ck again 
to his old homo, with a letter of kind 
reconnnendation. Why does St. P.aul 
net thusV Why docs he not counsel 
the fugitive to claim his right to free- 
dom, and defend that rijilit, if neces- 
sary, by the strong hand of vioUaioc, 
even unto death ? Why does he not 
write to his discijjlc, Philenion, and I'c- 
bukc him for tho awful sin of holding 
a fellow-man in I)ondage, and <;hargcit 
upon him, as a solonui duty, to en)anci- 
patc his slaves, at the peril of liis soul. 

The answer is very plain. ^S''. Paul 
wan !n!<]>u'c.(l., idul knew the, will of I he 
Lord JtniiH Christ, avd was oiily in- 
tent on oheying it. And who are we, 
that in our modern wisdom presume to 
sot aside the Word of God, and scorn 
the example of the divine Redeemer, 
and spurn the preaching and tlie con- 
duct of the apostles, and invent for our- 
selves a higher law" than those holy 
Scriptures which are given tons as "a 
light to our feet and a lamp to our 
paths," in the darkness of a sinful and 
polluted world V ^.Vho arc we, that vir- 
tually blot out the language of the sa- 
cred recoi-d, and dictate to the Majesty 
of heaven what he shall rcg.ard as sin, 
ard reward as duty V Whoare we, that 
arc ready to trample on the doctrine of 
the Bible, and tear to shreds the t'on- 
stitution of our country, and even 
plunge the land into the untold horrors 
of (;ivil war, and yet boldly pray to the 
God of Urael to bless our very acts of 
rebellion against his own sovereign au- 
thority ? Woe to our Union when the 
blind become the leadci-s of the blind I 
Woo to tlu* man who dares to " strive 
against his Maker!" 

Yet I do not mean to charge the nu- 
merous and i espcct;d)Ie fi'iends of this 
popular delusion with a wilU'iil or con- 
scious opposition to the truth. They 
are .seduced, doubtless, in the grea*^t 
majority of cases, by the feelings of a 
false philantliropv, which palliates, if it 
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can not excuse, their dangcrbuM error, 
liiving far away from the Soiithern 
States, with no practical e.v])erienco of 
the institution, and acimstojned, from 
their childhood, to attach an inordinate 
value to their personal liberty, they are 
naturally disposed to eompassionulo 
tho negro race, and to believe that tho 
slave must be supremely wretcheil in 
his bondage. They are under no si)ceial 
inducement to " search the Scriptures " 
on this particular subjeci, nor are thoy 
in genoi-al, 1 am sorry to say, accus- 
tomed to stiidy tho Hillle half as nuich 
as they read tlio newspapers, the novel 
and tho maga//me. Thei'o they fmd 
many revolting ])ict(n'es of slavery, and 
they do not pause to ask the (piestiou 
whether they arc just and fait' "ul. 
Perhaps a fugitive comes along, wlio 
has lied from his master, and who, in 
justilication of himself, will usually 
give a very distorted statement of the 
facts, cvon if he d'^"s not invent them 
altogether. And these good and kind- 
he.arted people believe it all im))licitly, 
without ever remembering the rule 
id)out hcdring both fsitfcs before we form 
our opinion. Of course, they sytnpa- 
thize warmly with the poor, oppressed 
African, and are generously excited to 
hate tho system of slavery with all their 
heart. Then the eloquent preacher 
chooses it for the favorite topic of his 
oratory. The tlieme is well adapted 
to louso the feelings, and it i< usually 
by no means difficult to inteii;st and 
gratifS' the audience, when the sup- 
posed sins of others, which they arc 
under no tenvptation to connnit, arc 
made tho object of censure. In duo 
time, when the public mind is sufii- 
ciently heated, the politician lays hold 
of the subject, and makes the anti- 
slavery movement the watchword of 
])ai't.y. And finally the Press follows 
in the wake of the leader.s, and tho fire 
is industriously tunned until it becomes 
a perfect blaze ; while the admiring 
throng surround it with exultation, 
and fancy its hn-ld light to be from 
heaven, until the flames begin to threat- 
en their own security. 

Such has been the perilous course 
of our Northern sentiment on the sub- 
ject of slaver\'. The great majoi'ity, 
in every community, are the creatures 
of habit, of association and of impulse, 
and every allowance should be made 
for those ei-rors which ai'c committed 
in ignorance, under a generous sym- 
pathy for what they sujipose to be the 
rights of man. 1 can not, Viowever, 
make the same apology for those who 



Y 



ore proriissionfvlly plcdgcil to under- 1 
stiiiid iiiul inculoato tho doclrincs of 
tlio IVihlo, On Hint class of our pul)- 
lie iii.striictors, tlio present perilous 
cririis of the uiition casts a fearful re- 
rtponsil)ility. Solonuily bound by their 
sacred olllee to preach tho VVoi-d of 
(jlod, and to follow Christ and his apos- 
tles, as the heralds of " peace and good- 
will to men," they scctu to inc strange- 
ly regardless, on this important subject, 
of their highest obligations. But it is 
not for tno to judge them. To their 
ou'u Master, let them stand or fall. 

I have promised, however, to notice 
the various objections which have been 
raised in the pojiular mind to the in- 
stitution of Southern slavery, and to 
these I shall uow proceed. 

I'irst on this list stand Jic proposi- 
tions of the far famed Declaration of 
In'lo))endcncc, " that all men arc cre- 
ated e(]ual ; that they are endowed by 
Ihcir Creator with certain unalienable 
rights ; that among these are life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness." 
These statements are here called "self- 
evident truths." But with due respect 
to the celebrated names which are ap- 
pcndctl to this document, I have never 
})een able t'.) comprehend that they 
are " truth.s" at all. In what respect 
arc men " created equal," when every 
thoughtful person munit be sensiV)le 
that they are brought into the world 
with all imaginable dilTercncc in bod}', 
in mind, and in every characteristic of 
their social position ? Notwithstand- 
ing mankind have all descended from 
one conunon parent, yet we sec them 
divided into distinct races, so strongly 
marked, that infidel ])hilosophers insist 
on the impossibility of their having the 
same ancestry. Where is the equality 
in lochj between the child born with 
the hereditary taint of scrofula or 
consumption, and the in(\int filled 
with health and vigor? "Where is the 
equality iik mind between one who is 
endowed with talent and genius, and 
another whose intellect borders on 
idioc}'? Whore is the equality in 
mci>i pasition between the son of the 
Esquiramix or Hottentot, and the heir 
of the American statesman or British 
peer ? 

Neither am I able to admit that all 
nien arc cidowed with the unal.ieiuMe 
right to life, libcrt}'- and the pursuit of 
hsippinoss, because it is manifest that 
since "sin entered into the world and 
death by sin," they are all nliaitite'l^ 
forfeited antl lost, through the con- 
sequences of transgression. Life is 



alicnnUul not only by tho sentence oi 
tho law, but by innumcrablo forma 
of violence and accident. Liberty i3 
ollcnatcd not only by imprisonment, 
l)ut by tho irresistible restraints ol 
social bondage to tho will, tho temijor, 
the prejudices, tho customs, or tho 
interests of others; so that tliero xa 
liardly an individual to bo found, even 
in the most favored connnunity, who 
has really the liberty of wortl and 
action so confidently asserted as tho 
xinulienahle right of all men. And as 
regards the " i)ursnit of happiness," 
alas! what mnllitudos (diciutln their 
right to it, beyond recovery, not only 
in the cells of the penitentiary, but in 
the reckless indulgence of their appe- 
tites and passions, in the disgust aris- 
ing from ill-chosen conjugal relations, 
in their associations with tlie profligate 
and tho vile, in tho pain and suMering 
of sickness and poverty as the results 
of vice, in tho ruin of the gambler, 
the delirium of the drunkard, the de- 
spair of the suicide, and in every other 
form of moral contamination ! 

If it be said, however, that the equali- 
ty and unalienable rights of all men, 
so strongly asserted by this famous 
Declaration, are only to be taken in a 
poUtic'il sense, I am willing to concede 
that this may be tiie proper interpre- 
tation of its intended meaning, but T 
can not see how it removes the diffi- 
culty. The statement is that " all men 
are createil equal," and that " the 
Cke.vtok has endowed them with these 
unali-ntibU rights." Certainly if the 
authors of this celebrated document 
designed to speak only of poUtical 
rights and polUieal equality, they 
should not have thus referred them 
to tVie act of creation, because it is 
perfectly obvious that, sir.ce the be- 
ginning of human government, men 
h.avc been created with all itnagin-.ible 
inequality, vmder slavery, under despot- 
ism, under aristocracy, under limited 
monarchy, under every imaginable 
form of political strife and political 
oppression. In no respect whatever, 
that 1 can discover, has tho Almighty 
sent our race into the world with these 
imaginary rights, and this fanciful 
equality. In his sight the whole world 
is sinful, rcnellious, and lying under 
the just condemnation of his violated 
laws. Our original rights, whatever 
they might Inivo been, are all forfeited 
and gone. Ar.d since the fall, mankind 
have no rights to claim at tho hand 
of the Creator. Our whole deiicndenco 
is on bis mercy and campunsion. And 
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lio dispenses those riccovding to his 
sovcrci[i;n will imd i)lc(isuro, on no 
system of equality that nny human 
i>Vo cm discover, and yet, as cvury 
tihvistian must believe, on the eternal 
principles of perfijct benevolence, in 
nnion with impartial justice, and 
boundless knowledge, and wisdom 
that can wot err. 

\Vhere, then, 1 ask, did the authors 
of the Declaration of Independence lind 
their warrant lor such a statement V 
It was probably judicious enou}i;h to 
call their propositions "self-evident 
truths," because it seems manifest that 
no man can prove tlicni. To estimate 
ari|^iit the vast diversity among the 
races of mankind, wo may Ijcgin with 
our own, the higldy privileged Anglo- 
Saxon, which now stands at the liead, 
although our ancestors were heathen 
barbarians only two thousand years 
ago. From this we may go down the 
descending scale through the Turks, 
the C.'hinesc, the Tartars, tlie Japanese, 
the Kgy[)tians, ihc Hindoos, the Indian 
tribes, the Laplanders, the Abyssin- 
ians, the Africans, and how is it ])ns- 
sible to imagine that God has made 
them all e(]ii>d ! As truly might it be 
said that all tlie trees of the forest are 
equal — that all the mountains, and 
scav, and rivers are equal — that all the 
beasts of t!\e fields are equal — that all 
the birds of (he air arc equal. The 
facts rather establish the ver)'- contra- 
r}'. The l)eit\' seems to take pleasure 
in exhibiting a marvelous ■wealth of 
power tlivougli the rich variety of all 
his works, so that no two individuals 
of any s])ceies can be found in all re- 
spects alike. And hence we behold a 
grand system of order and c.aADATioN, 
from tlie thrones, dominions, princi- 
pidities and powers in heavenly ])laccs, 
rank below rank, to man. And then 
we sec the same system throughout 
our earth displayed in the variety of 
races, some higher, some lower in the 
scale — in tlie variety of governments, 
frojii pure despotism to pin-c democ- 
racy — in the variety of privilege and 
power among the subjects of each gov- 
ernment, some being born to command- 
ing autliority and inlluence, while 
others are destined to submit and 
obc3^ Again, we l)chold the system 
continued in the aiumal creation, from 
the lordly lion down to the timid mole, 
from the eagle to the humnnng bird, 
from the nionstci'S of tlic deep to the 
sea star in its shell. The same i)lan 
meets us in tlic insect tribes. Some 
swift and powe.ful, others slow and 
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weak', sonic marshaled into a rogrilnr 
govoriunent— monarchy in tho bee- 
hive, aristocracy in the ant-hill, while 
othei's, like the (lies, have no govern- 
ment at all. And in perfect harmony 
with this divine arrangement, tho in- 
anituate creation presents us with tho 
same vast variety. The canopy of 
heaven Is studdetl with orl)S of light, 
all did'ering in magnitu<le, all diiler- 
ing in radiance, and all yielding to the 
sovereign splendor of the sun. Tho 
earth is clothed with the triost profuse 
diversity of vegetation, from the loft}' 
palm down to the hunddo moss. The 
mineral kingdom shines with gold, sil- 
ver, iron, copper, and precious stones, 
in all conceiv.'ible forms and colors. 
From the nuunmoth cave down to the 
minutest crystal — from mountains of 
granite down to the sand upon tho 
shore, all is varied, multiform, unequal, 
yet each element has its specific use 
and beauty, and the grand aggregate 
unites in the sublime Iiymn of praise 
to the wisdom, the goodness, and the 
stupendous resources of that ineffable 
Power which produced the whole. 

This brief and most inadequate 
sketch of the order of creation may 
serve at least to show that the manifest 
inequality in the condition of mankind 
is no exception to the rule, but is sus- 
tained by all analogy. It is the will 
of God that it should be so, and no 
human sagacity or effort can prevent 
it. And Ihe same principle exists in 
our political relations. We may talk 
as we please of our equality in political 
riglits and privileges, t)Ut in point of 
fact, there is no sucli thing. Amongst 
the other civilized nations it is not 
even pretended. None of the great 
galaxy of European governments can 
have a better title to it than England, 
yet wh;) would be so absvu'd as to 
claim political equality in a land of 
monarchy, of hereditary nobles, of 
time-honored aristocracy ? The best 
ai)proach to political equality is con- 
fessedly here, and bore only. Yet 
even here, amidst the glories of our 
imiversal'sutlrage, where is it to be 
found ? Political equality, if it means 
any thing, must mean that every man 
enjoys the same right to political 
otlice and honor ; because the f/olity 
of any government consists in iis sys- 
ic/n of ((diuinistraU(m^ and hence it 
results, of necessity, that those who 
can not possibly be admitted to share 
in. this administration, have no poli- 
ticuL equality with those wdio can. 
1 Wo do, mdeed, say that the pcy^^Zo arc 



toMrefgn. Rut ovcvy ono knows, full I 
woU, that Uiu coinptirativo low who 
aro (iiiuiilloil to tiilco tho Icivtl, by 
tiiknit,, by education, l.)y natural tact, 
and i)y a conjunction ol" favovinjj; 
cirtMnnstiuiC'jH, aro practically soiuiv- 
oif/iiH owi' (lie people. Tho man wlio 
carries a hod gives his vote for tho 
candidate. Tiic candidate hin>self can 
do no more, so far as it concerns tho 
more form of election. Aro they 
tliereforo politiciUy etiual ? AVlio 
formed tlr^ piU'ly to svhii^h tho candi- 
date hel()n;j;s V XVlio ruled tiie conven- 
tion'ljy whi(!h his name was put upon 
tliclist? Wlio arranged the ora,tors 
for the occasion ? Wlio subsidized the 
I'rcss? Had the poor hodman any 
share in tluj operation, any inHucnce, 
any voice whatever ? No more tlian 
the hod which he carrier. Can any 
hun.ian power ever manufacture a 
candidate ont of him ? The notion 
would be preposterous. Where then 
is his political equality ? Even here, 
in our hapi)y land of universal sudVagc, 
how does it appear that '•'"all ineii are 
bom. er/val/''? The proposition is a 
sheer absui-dity. All men arc born 
iiiU'qmil, in body, in mind, and social 
privileges. Their intellectual faculties 
arc unequal. Their education is une- 
qual. Their associations are unequal. 
Their opportunities aro unequal. And 
their freedom is as unreal as their 
equality. The poor ai'c compelled to 
S03-VC the rich, and the rich are com- 
pelled to servo the poor by paying 
for their services. The political party 
is compelled to serve tlie leaders, 
and the lenders are compelled to 
scheme and toil, in order to serve the 
party. The multitude are dependent 
on the few who arc endowed with 
talents to govern. And the few arc 
dependent on the multitude for the 
poivor, without which all government 
is impossible. EVom the top to the 
bottom of tlie social fabric, the whole 
is thus seen to be iiiequdlity and mv,- 
. tudl dvpt'iidcrice. And hence, although 
they are free from that special kind 
of slavery which the Southern Staics 
maintain over the posterity of Ham, 
yet they are all, from the highest to 
the lowef:.i, bondage quite as real, 
from which tlicy can not escape — the 
sldDO'i/ of cin-mmlaiices^ called, in 
the ordinary language of the world, 

NECr.SSITV. 

I have been, T fear, unreasonably 
tedious in thus endeavoring to show 
why [ utterly discard these Axmous 
propositions, of the Declaration of 



Tndcpcndcrico. It is bocaaso 1 am 
a ware of tho strong hold which they 
have gained over tljo ordinary mind 
of tho nation. They aro assumed by 
thousands upon thousands, (is if thoy 
were tho very doctrines of divino 
truth. And they aro m;ido tho basi.-* 
of the hostile feeling against the slavery 
of tho South, notwithstanding their 
total warit of rationality. Yet I do 
not wonder tiiat such maxiujs should 
be popular. They are admirablv cal- 
culated to gratify the pride and .am- 
bition so natural to the human heart, 
and are therefore ^i^owerful incentives 
in the work of political revolution. 
It was for this purpose, I presume, 
that they w*ere introduced in that 
fatuous docvnnent, which publicly cast 
oir the allegiance of the colonies to' the 
British crown. And tlie same doc- 
trines wero proclaimed a few years 
Inter, in a similar service, by the 
Fi'cnch Directory, in the midst of a 
far more terrible revolution. Liberty^ 
nqtuiUty^ and f rater iiiiy — tuw kicuts 
01' MAN, were then the watchwords of 
the e.Kcitcd populace, while their insane 
leaders published tho decree of Athe- 
isn'i, and a notv>rious courtesan was 
enthroned as the goddess of reason, 
and the guillotine daily massacred the 
victims of democratic fury, till the 
streets of Paris ran with blood. 

I do not state this fact because I 
desire to place the revolutions in the 
Colonies and in France on tho same 
foundation, with respect to the spirit 
or the mode in which the}' were con- 
ducted. God forbid that I should for- 
get the marked features of contrast be- 
tween them ! On the ono side, there 
was religions reverence, strong piety, 
and pure di'-'intcrcsted patriotism. On 
the other, there was the madness of 
atheism, the brutality of ruffianism, 
and the "reign of terror" to all that 
was good and true. In no one murk 
or character, indeed, could I deem that 
there was anj' comparison between 
them, save in this : that the same false 
assumption of human equality and hu- 
man rights was adopted in both. Yet 
how widely different was their result 
on the question of negro slavery ! The 
American revolution produced no effect 
whatever on that institution ; while the 
French revolution roused the slaves of 
their colony in St. Domingo to a gene- 
ral insun-ection, and a scene of barbar- 
ous and cruel butchery succeeded, to 
which Llie history of the world contains 
no parallel. 

This brings me to the last remarks 
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which T havo toprc^^cnt ou this fUmous I 
Decliiriitiiin. And 1 vospuctCiilly usk i 
tiiy roiulors to cmislilcr thciii uiutiiroly. | 

Kir.'il, Uion. it Kat'ius niiUiUbst, that i 
whcM the si,u';iu.'vs of this (lociiinuiit as- ! 
siimod tiiat tiu'n wore bcrii o(|ual," j 
Oku' did not talvo the negro race into : 
u'Toinit at all. Jt is inuiuestioriablo | 
th;i,i the aiilhor, Mr. Jellerson, was a ! 
slavehohler at (he time, and contiini- ! 
c'd so to liis life's end. It is certain \ 
that tlio <:;reat niiijority of the other , 
sii^nors of the Declaration wore slave- ! 
holders likeivise. No one can ho igno- \ 
rant of the faet that slavery had h( en ! 
inirodueed into all the colonies long ; 
l)ef<)re, and continued to exist lori;:; ! 
al'ter, in every .State save one. Surely ] 
(heri, it, can not he prcsumeil that ' 
these a!)le and sai^aeious men intended 1 
to .'ludtify llHimsolves by declarin;^ that i 
the negro race had rights, which ncv- [ 
ertlieless they wore not ready to give j 
them. And yet it is evident, that we 
must either impnte this crying injus- ! 
tice to our revolutionary patriots, or } 
supj-.ose that the case of the slaves I 
was not contemplated. j 

Nor is this a solitr.ry ex.anipio, for \ 
we liave a complete jiarallel to it in the 
preaiuble to the Constitution, where 
tlie impiirt.'Uit phrase, " \Ve, the pco- , 
pie of tiie United States,'' must be un- : 
dcr.-;io()d witli the very same limitation, i 
AViio were the people? U'ndoubtcd- | 
ly the free citizens who voted for the I 
Constitution. Were the slaves count- ' 
ed as a part of that pcoijleV By no ; 
mean--. Tlie negro race had no voice, ' 
no vote, no influence whatever in the , 
matter. Tims, therefore, it seems per- 
fi'<;tly plain that both tliese instru- ; 
uients must be understood according 
to tiie same ruL' of interprt:taiii.>n. 
Tiu! sl.ives were not included in the 
Declaration of Independence, for tlic 
same leason precisely tiiat they were , 
not included ;.un;)ngsl tliC "people"; 
who adf)pted the Constitution of the ; 
(Jnitcd States. i 

Nov.- it is the e<ita'>lished ni-axiin of 
tlie '.i\v, lhat every wrilteii document 
jiiusi be unvferstooii according to the 
(riu; intent of the parties wlien it w;is 
executed. The language employed 
may be such that it admits of a diiler- ; 
ont sense ; but there can be only one 
just iuterpretatiou, and that is fixed 
unalterably by the apparent UKTriing | 
of its authors at the tiiiic. On this | 
ground a.ione, tlierefore, 1 rcs:>:>( l fully j 
contend that the Declaratiun ..i iude- i 
pcndeiice has no claim whatevei' to be \ 
considered u\ tlie controversy of our j 
J.2G 



day. I have, stated, at Romo longth, 
my reasons fi.ir rejecting f/imous 
proposition.^, as being totally fallacious 
and untenable. Hut even if" they were 
ever so "self-evident," or capable of 
the most I'igid demonstration, the rule 
of law utterly Ibi-bids us to ap|)eal to 
them in a sense which they were not 
(h.'signed to bear. 

In the secoiul place, however, it 
should be rememhei'ed that the De- 
claration of Independence, whether 
true or false, whether it be interpreted 
legiUly or illegally, forms no jMirt of 
OKI' prc-v.nt Sj/stetn. As a great his- 
torical document, it stands, and must 
ever stand, prominent before the na- 
tions of the world. Hut it was put 
forth moi'e than seven years anterior 
to the Constitution. Its language was 
not ado[)ted in that Constitution, and 
it has no |)lace whatever in the obliga- 
tory law of the United States. \V'^hen 
our orators, our preachers, and our 
politicians, therefore, take its proposi- 
tions about human rights and human 
equality, and set them up as the su- 
jireme law, overruling the Constitu- 
tion ami the acts of t'ongres:'., which 
are the real law of the land, I can not 
wonder enough at the absurdity of the 
proceeding. And I doubt whether the 
annals of civilized niankmu cm fur- 
nish a stronger instance of unmitigated 
perversity. 

Thirdly, and lastly, I am utterly 
opposed to those popular propositions, 
not onlv because 1 hold them to be 
altogether fallacious and untrue, for 
the reasons already given, but further, 
because their tendency is in d'rect 
contrariety to the ])i'ecepts of the Cos- 
pel, and the highest interests of the 
intlividual man. For what is the un- 
avoidable cii'ect of this doctrine of hu- 
man c(]ualilyV Is it not to nourish 
the spirit, of pride, envy, and conten- 
tion V To set tlic servant against the 
m;islc-r, the poor against the rich, the 
weak against the strong, the ignorant 
asainst the educated? To loosen all 
the bonds and ix'lations of society, 
and I'educe the whole duty of subor- 
dination to the selfisli oupidit}' of pe- 
cuniary interest, without an atom of 
respect for age, for office, for law, for 
govermnent, for Providence, or for the 
word of Cod ? 

I not deny, indeed, that this doc- 
trine of ecpiality is a docti'ine of im- 
mense power to urge men forward in 
a constant struggle for advancement. 
Its natural operation is to fierce the 
vast majority into a ceaseless contest 
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with their circumstivnocM, each <lisoon- 
i«ntc(l with his lot, ho long iis ho socs 
any oiio olso iibovo him, und toilliig 
witli uncoivsiii!5 cflovt to viso upon the 
xociiil wiiilu of wcallli and iuijiortancc, 
as Cast and as far as ho can. Thoro is 
no principle of stronger impulse to 
stitniilato ambition in every depart- 
ment, And iionco arises its manifold 
inlluencc on the business, tlio enter- 
prise, the cotnmerce, the manufact\n*os, 
the agriculture, the amusements, tho 
fashions and the political strifes of our 
Northern people, making tlicnj all rest- 
less, all aspiring, and all determined, 
if possible, tc i)ass their rivals in the 
race of sellish emulation. 

But how does it operate on the order, 
the stability, and the uliimute prosjjor- 
ity of the nation ? How does it work 
on the steadfast administration of jus- 
tice, the honor and piirit3'of our public 
ollicers, the quiet subordination of the 
vai ious classes in the conuuunity, the 
lidelity and submission of domestics, 
the obedience of children, and the rela- 
tions of family and home? Al)ove all, 
how does it harnionize with the grear, 
doctrines of the Hible, that the Al- 
mightjf Ruler appoints to eveiy man 
his lot on earth, and commands him 
to be satislied and thankful for his 
portion — that we must submit our- 
selves to those who have the rule over 
us — that we should obey the laws and 
honor the uiagistratos — that the pow- 
ers that be are oi'dained of God, and he 
that resisteth the power shall r;-;ceive 
condemnation — that we may not covet 
the property of others — tliat having 
food and raiment, wc should be there- 
with content — that we must avoid 
:-,trifo, contention and railing accusa- 
tio:is, and follow peace, charity, and 
good will, remembering that the serv- 
ice of Christ is the only perfect free- 
dom, and that our true happiness de- 
pends i:ot on Ihe measure of our earth- 
ly wealth, on social equality, on honor, 
or on our relative position in the com- 
munity, but on the fultillment of our 
personal duty according to our lot, in 
reliance on His blessing V 

I l;avc no more to add, with respect 
to this inost popular dogma of hun>an 
equality, ixwd shall therefore dismiss 
it, as fallacious in itsulf, and only mis- 
chievous in its tendency. As it is the 
stronghold of the ultra-aVjolitiornst, I 
have devoted a large space to its ex- 
amination, and trust that the conclu- 
sion is sulliciently plain, llappil}'' it 
forms no part of our Constituiion or 
our laws, it never was intended to 



apply to the question of negro Hlavonr, 
And it never can bo so ap|)lied with, 
out a total i)erversion of its historical 
uuMining, and an absolute contrariety 
to all the facts of hiunanity, and the 
clear instruction of the Woi'd of Ood. 

The next objection to the Slavery of 
the Southern States, is its presumed 
crudtAjy because the refractory slave 
is punished with cori)o»'al correction. 
Hut our Northern law allows the samo 
jn the case of children and ai)prenticc9. 
Such was the established systetn in tho 
army and tho navy, until very lately. 
Tiie whipping-post was a tixed institu- 
tion in Mngiand and Massachusetts, 
and its discipline was administered 
even to h'ee citi/.ens during the last 
century. Stripes, not exceeding forty, 
were appointed to oflenders in Israel 
by divine authority. The Saviour him- 
self used a scourge of small cords when 
he drove the money-changers from the 
temjile. Are our modern philanthro- 
pists more merciful than Christ, and 
wiser that) the Almighty ? 

But it is said that the i)oor slaves 
are treated with hdrbiLvity^ and doubt- 
less it may sometimes be true, just as 
soldiers and sailors, and even wives 
and children, are shamefully abus*^d 
amongst ourselves, in many instances. 
It is evident, however, that the system 
of .slavery can not be specially liable 
to reproach on this scoie, because 
every motive of interest as well as 
moral duty must be opposed to it. 
The owner of the liorse and the ox 
rarely treats his brutes with severity. 
Why should he? The animals are his 
property, and he knows that they 
must be kindly and carefully used, if 
he would derive advantage from their 
labor. Much more must the master 
of the slave be expected to treat him 
with all fairness and allection. because 
here there are human feelings to be 
influenced, and if the servant be not 
contented and attached, not only will 
he work unwillingly, but he may be 
converted into an enemy and an aven- 
ger. When the master is a Christian, 
tho principles of the Gospel, as laid 
down by St. Paul, will operate, of 
course, in favor of the slave. JJut 
even when these arc wanting, the mo- 
tives of interest and prudence i-emain. 
And hence I can not doubt that the 
exauiples of barbarity must be exceed- 
ingly few, and ought to be regarded, 
nut as the general rule, but as tiie rare 
exceptions. On the whole, indeed, I 
see no reason to deny the statement of 
our Southern friends, that their slaves 
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ftvo tho Imppicst liibni'crs in tlio wovM. 
'I'lioip wiints iiro all pvovidod for \)y 
ti.Jw tiiiislcr. Tliuii' riiiiiilios iiro sure 
of a homo and inuiiiUMiancu (or lifo. 
Ill sickness tlioy are kindly nursed. 
Tvi old aye thoy arc allbcUonak'iy sup- 
poi'tcd. Tlicy arc rolievcrl froni all 
nnxiely for tho future. Tlieir relif!,ious 
privileges are generously accorded to 
tliein. Tlieir work is lii!;ht. Their ho- 
lidays jire numerous. And hence the 
stroni; ailection which they usually 
inanilesL totvard their master, and the 
ciu'iiesl lon;j,iu;j; which many, wliowei'e 
persuaded to become fugitives, have 
been known to e.vprcss, that they 
iiii^i;ht be able to retui'U. 

The tliird olijcction is, that slavery 
must 1)0 a ffin, because it leads to iin- 
monilil)/. \int where h; the evidence 
of this r' I dispute not a;.!;ainst the 
probability and even the certainty that 
there are instances ol' licentiousness 
enougli among- slaveholders, just as 
there arc amongst those who vilily 
them. It would be a diliicult, if not 
an impossible task, however, to prove 
that there is moi'o innnorality amongst 
the slaves tliemselves, than exists 
amongst tlie lower class of freemen. 
In Sabb.ath-breaking, profane cursing 
and swearing, gambling, drunkenness 
and quarreling — in brutal abuse of 
wives and children, in rowdyism and 
obscenity, in ihc vilest excesr.e'^ of 
sbameless pi-ostitution — to say noth- 
ing of organized bands of counterfeit- 
ci's, ihieves and burglars — I doubt 
whether there arc not more offenses 
again^;t Cl.ristian nioraiity oommiLted 
in the single city of New-York than 
c;in be found amongst tbc slave popu- 
lation of all the lifteen States together. 
1'be f.ict would rather seen) to be that 
the wholcsouie restraints of slaver^-, 
as a general rule, must be, to a. great 
extent, an elfectual check upon the 
woi'st kinds of immorality. And there- 
fore this eharge, so often brought 
against it, stands entirely unsupport- 
ed either by positive proof or by ra- 
tional \)Vobability. 

The fourth objection is advanced by 
a nuiltitudc of excellent peoide, who 
are .shocked at the institution of slav- 
erj', because it involves the principle 
oVjirnpi rtij in iiKtu. Yet I have never 
been able to nnilcrstand what it is tluit 
so di.-gu.-^ts them. No slaveholder i)rc- 
tcnds that this property extends any 
farther than the riijht to the Libor of 
thediae. It is obvious to the slightest 
reflectiun that slavery can not bind the 
intellect or the iioul. These, which 
]2t> 



properly oonstitnto Iho man, avo free,, 
in tlieii' own nattu'c, from all human 
restraint. IJut to have a pvojierty in 
hui/Kin, l(il)oi\ inider some (bi*m, is n,n 
essential element in all tho work of 
civilized societv. The toil of one is 
pledged for the service of another in 
every rank of life; and to the extent 
thus pledged, botli parties have \\. pro- 
pci'ty in each other. Tlio parent cs- 
l)ecially has an i'stablished properit/ 
in tho labor of his child to the age 
of twenty-one, and has tho further 
power of ti'ansfei'ring thi.s property to 
another, by ai'ticles of apprenticeship, 
liut thi.s, it may bo said, ends when 
tilt! child is of age. True; because 
the law presumes him to be tfjien 
fitted for freedom. Suppose, however, 
that he belonged to an inferior race 
which tho Idw did not presione to he 
Jilted for frci'dom at (iny aije, what 
good reason could be a.ssigned against 
tho continuance of the property ? Such, 
under the rule of tho Scriptures and 
tho Constitution of the United States, 
is the case of the negro. (Jod, in his 
wisdom and providence, caused the 
l)atriarcli Noah to predict that he 
should be the servant of scvvants to 
the posterity of Japliet. And the 
sauio almighty Kulcr, who alone pos- 
sesses tiie power, has svondei-fully 
adapted the race to their condition. 
For t very candid observer agrees that 
the negro is happier and better as a 
slave than as a free man, and no indi- 
vidual belonging to the Anglo-Saxon 
stock would acknowledge that the in- 
tellect of the negro is equal to his own. 

There have been philosopher.^ and 
physioloT;ists who contended that the 
Al'rican race were not strictly entitled 
to bo called men at all, but were a sort 
of intermediate link between the ba- 
boon and tho human being. And this 
notion is still maintained by some at 
the present day. For myself, however, 
1 can only say that I. rei)udiate the doc- 
trine with my whole heart. Tho Scrip- 
tures show me that the negro, like all 
other races, dcsco'ids h'om Noah, and 
I hold him to boa man anij a lUiOTi.iEK, 
IJat though he be my hrotiier, it docs 
not follow that he is my cqmd. Ivpjali- 
ty can not be found en earth between 
the brotlieis even in one little family, 
in the same house, one brother usually 
obtains a mastery over the rest, and 
sometimes rules them with a perfect 
despotism. In England, the elder 
biother inherits the estate, and the 
younger brothers take a lower rank, 
by the alacery of circa imtanccs. The 
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oMo^'t Poti of the rnynl family is in duo 
time Ihc kiiijj, ixu<\ hin brothers foi'tli- 
wilh hoooinc lii.s siihjorts. Why Klioiihl 
not tlui siviiio print.'iphj obtain in tho 
viLOCs of niiuii^iud, if tho Aiinij^hty has 
so willod it? 'I'lio Anglo-Saxon raco 
is kin;j;, why should not Ihu Afrioan 
ratie l)« sut)jc(;t, and snbjoct in that 
way for which it is host adapted, and 
in which it may be move safe, more 
useful, and move happy than in any 
othev which has yet been opened to it, 
in the annals of tlie woi-ld? 

1 know that there may bo exceptions, 
now and tlien, to this intellectual infe- 
riority of the negvo race, thongli 1 be- 
lieve it would be vevy didicult to find 
one, viidess tho intevmi.xtuve of supe- 
rior blood has operated to chanjjc tlie 
mental constitution of tho individual. 
For all such cases the master may pro- 
vide by voluntary emancipation, and it 
is notorious that this emancipation has 
been cheerfully given in thousands 
upon thousands of instances, in the 
majority of which the gift of liberty has 
failed to benoHt the negro, and has, on 
the contrar}', sunk him far lower, in his 
social position. But no reflecting man 
can believe that the great mass of tlio 
slaves, amoimting to nearly four mil- 
lions, arc qualified for freedom. And 
therefore it is incomparably better for 
them to remain under the government 
of theiv mai'.ters, who ave likely to pvo- 
vide for them so much more bcncficiall}'^ 
than they could provide fov themselves. 

The din'evence then, between the 
power of the iSiovtheva pavent and the 
Southei'n slaveholdev, is reduced to 
this, namely, that tho master has a 
pi'0]!crty in the hthor of his slave for 
life, instead of having it only to the age 
of twenty-one, because the law regards 
the negro as being always a child in un- 
derstanding, requiring a supeviov mind 
to govevn and direct him. IJut, on the 
other hand, the .slave has just as really 
a propa-ty for life in hiss viafitcr's sup- 
port and protection^ and this property 
is secured to hi'.n by the same law, in 
sickness and in health, in tVie helpless- 
ness of old age, o.s well as in tiic days 
of youthfvd vigor, including, besides, a 
comfortable maintenance for his wife 
and family. Can any rational judg- 
ment devise a fairer equivalent? 

'J'he fifth objection, which often 
meets the Northern ear, proceeds from 
the overweening value attached, in our 
age and country, to the name of liberty, 
since it is common to call it the dearest 
right of man, and to esteem its loss as 
Uie greatest po.ssible calamity. Hence 



we fvoqncnny find povsons who imnginc 
that tho whole argument is triumphant- 
ly sellled by tho question; ''//oi* 
loonld you like to ho a slave * 

In answer to this very puerile inter- 
rogatory, I .should say that wliolhei 
any cDndition in life is to bo regarded 
as a loss or an advantage, depends en- 
tirely on circumstances. Suppos'), (bi 
e.vampic, that the Mayor of New-Yoi'k 
should ask one of its nierchant princes: 
" Mow wo\dd you like to be a police- 
man y" 1 doubt whether tho question 
might not bo taken for an insidt, and 
some words of indignation would pro- 
bably be uttered in I'cply. But sup- 
l)ose that the same question were ad- 
dressed to an Irish laborer, with what 
feelings would he rec(!ivc it? Assur- 
edly with, those of gratitude and plea- 
sure. The reason of the dillbrenco is 
obvious, because the employment 
which would bo a degradation to the 
one, oilers promotion and dignity to 
the other. In like manner, slavery, to 
an individual of the Anglo-Saxon race, 
which occupies so high a j-ank in hu- 
man estimation, would be a debasement 
not to be thought of with patience for 
a moment. And yet, to the Guinea 
negro, sunk in heathen barbarism, it 
would be a happ}'' change to place him 
in the hands of a Southern master. 
Even now, although, the slaves have no 
idea of the pagan abotninations from 
which their forefathers were taken, it 
is notorious that they usually value 
their privileges as being far superior to 
the condition of the free negroes around 
thcui, and prefer tb.e certainty of protec- 
tion and support for life to the hazards 
of the liberty on which the abolitionist 
advises them to venture. How much 
more would they prize their present 
lot, if they understood that, were it not 
for this very institution of slavery, they 
would be existing in the darkest idola- 
try and licentiousness among the sav- 
ages of Africa, under the despotic King 
of Dahomey, destitute of every secu- 
rity for earthly comfort, and deprived 
of all religious hope for the world to 
come ! 

If uien wouhl reflect maturely on 
the subject, they would soon be con- 
vinced that liberty is a blessing to 
those, and only those, who are tihle to 
vft<? it icisehj. There arc thou.sand.s in 
our land, free according to law, but .so 
enslaved to vice and the misery conse- 
queiit on vice, that it would be a mer- 
cy to place them, supposing it wer« 
possible, under the rule of some other 
will, Btronger and better than their 
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own. Ah it, is, thoy nro in bomlii^o to 
iSidan. iiotwiUisUuniing Uicii" iiimginavy 
IVefdom ; ni\(l they do his hidiliiig, not 
iiK't'c.'fy in tho work of tlio body, but in 
Ui(! (Ur worso slavtirv of tliu soul. 
Strirtly spoukinjr, bowcvor, the froost 
man on vnvih has no a/isoliite lilicrti/, 
for this bolonj^s alono to C«od, and is 
not given to any orcature. And iusnco 
it is tlic giovy ol' tlio (Jlivistian to bo 
tlio hond .s^;'(v/«^ of tlio divine lledeoni- 
crwlio "IxiMjilit us to hinisc'lf witli his 
own i)re(.'ious blood." The Hcrwke of 
CuRis-r, as saith the Apostle, is "tlio 
only pcrjW.l frcp.il amy All wlio refuse 
that service, are slaves of neecssity to 
other masters ; slaves to ^blmmon ; 
slaves to ambition; slaves to lust; 
slaves to intemperance ; slaves to a 
thousand forms of anxious care and 
perpk'Nity ; slaves at best to pride and 
worldly decorum, and slaves to circum- 
stances over whiclii they have no con- 
trol. And they arc compelled to labor 
without ceasing under some or all of 
these despotic rulers, at the sccwt Avill 
of that si)iritual task-master, whose 
bonda|.j;e does not end at death, but 
contiiuie.s to etei'nity. 

'J'hc sixth objection arises from the 
fact that slavery separates the liu.sband 
from tlie wife and the parents from the 
children. Undoubtedlv it sometimes 
does so, from necessity, liefore we' 
adopt this fact, however, as an argu- 
ment ag.'iinst slaveiy, it is only fair to 
impure whetlier the same separation 
do not take j)lace, perhaps quite as fre- 
quently, amongst those who call theui- 
selves free. The laboring man who has 
a largo family is always obliged to 
separate fi'oni Ins children, becau.sc it 
is impossible to support them in his 
humble home. The}' are sent to .ser- 
vice, therefore, one to this master ;ind 
another to that, or bound as ai)pren- 
tices, as tl»e ease may be, and thus 
the domestic relations are sujicrseded 
by strangers, for the most pai't be3-ond 
recovery. So among the lower orders, 
the husbands are separated from their 
wives l)y the same necessit}'. llow 
many, even of the bettor classes, have 
left their homes to seek their foilune in 
the gold regions ! 1 low numy in Europe 
have abandoned their families for Au.s- 
tralia, or the United States, or the Cana- 
das I How many desert them from 
pure wickedness — a ci iine which can 
hardly happen under the Southern sys- 
tem ! I'.ut above -all, how constant!}' 
does this separation take place amongst 
our soldiers and sailor.s, so that neither 
war nor foreign commerce could be ear 
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I ricd on at all without it I All thcNO 
arc borne by fvccmcn^ imdor tho i>l<ite- 
ry (f ci)'(unnKt(i.n<rii, Is it wise to de- 
claim against this necessity in owv 
form, when we are forced to submit to 
it in so many other kind.s of tho same 
inilictiou V 

'J'here is only one other argiunent 
which occurs to mo, reijuiring notice, 
and that is based upon the erroneous 
notion that the laws of (iod, under the 
Mosaic dispensation, allowed polygamy 
as well as slavery ; and, therefore, it is 
inferred that the' legi.skvtion of the Old 
Testament is of no authority upon the 
subject, but as the (,ios]H'l did away 
the lirst, so also it sliould do away the 
otlier. • 

The facts here are misunderstood, 
and the inference is without any real 
foundation. Let us look at the matter 
as it is explained by the Savioiu" him- 
self. "The Pharisees came to him, 
tempting him, and s.T,ying unto him : Js 
it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife for every cause? And he an- 
swered and said unto them: Ifavc 3'e 
not read that he which made theuj at 
the beginning made them msde and fe- 
male ; and said, fur this cause shall ;i 
man leave father and mother and shall 
cleave to his wife, and they twain shall 
beoncllesh? Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one lle.sh. ' What, 
therefore, God hath joined together let 
no man put asunder. They say unto 
him: ^Vhy did Moses then conmiand 
to give a writing of divorcement, and 
put her aw.ay ? lie saith unto them : 
Moses, because of the hardness of your 
hearts, sulfered j'ou to put away your 
wives, but from the begiiming it was 
not so. And I say unto you, Whoso- 
ever shall put awa}' his \v\k\ except it 
be for Ibrnieation, av.d siiall marry an- 
other, committetli adultery, and whoso 
marrieth her that is put away, doth 
counuit adultery." (Malt. 1!I:"0-U.) 

Now, here our Lord i)lain1y lays 
down the original law of marriage, re- 
ferring expressly to Adam and F.vc, 
one man and one woman, declared to 
be GiL(^ Jlciih, and adding the connnand. 
What God hath joined Uxjethcr lei iio 
man ])ut amndcr. Ilut it is evident 
that polygamy must, of necessity, in- 
terfere with this divine miion. TIh- 
ticaia chn no longer be onc jlcsh^ when 
another wife is brought between them, 
because the new wife nuist deprive the 
former one of her exclusive rights and 
privileges, and the husband destroy.s 
the very unity which (Jod designed in 
juining them together, Tho doctriuti 



of our Snvioiiv, thcrcfovo, restores llio 
law ol' Mnu'riiiLcu to its ori}.','inal sanctity, 
and Iho aposik-H, accordingly, always 
spoak ol' tho wife in tho sin;.;iiiar nuin- 
bci", in no instance ai)poavinjj; to con- 
toniplato tlie possibility oC the ClnisL- 
ian having' more wives than one, while, 
in tlio 'jaso of a bisliop, St. I'aid speci- 
iies it as an ossenlial oondition that; 
he sbiill be " the husband of one wile." 
(1 Tim. .') ; 2.) 

iJni, how had the clioRcn people been 
allowed Ibi* so niaoy centuries to prac- 
tice jiolyganiy. and divorce their wives 
lor tlie sli;j;htest cause? Onr Lord ex- 
plains it by sayinj:;; thiit Moses sutlered 
them to j)Ut away their wives " because 
of the hiu'dness of their liearts." Tho 
ypeeial questions addressed to him by 
the JMiariyees, did not, indeed, refer to 
polygamy, but oidy to the liberty of 
divoi'ce, i'ov at that tijuc it should seem 
that the practice of polygamy bad well 
nigh ceased in Judea, and it is cer- 
t{\inly not countenanced by the Jewisli 
Jaws at this day. The principle, how- 
ftvcr, is jireciscly the same in the two 
CAses. Dissatisfaction with the present 
wife and desire for another, wei'c the 
cause of action in both ; and when the 
husband did not wish to be burdened 
by the murmurs or the support of his 
old companion, he would naturally pre- 
fer to send her away, in order to make 
room for her successor. We see, then, 
how readily this facility of divorce be- 
came the mode in which the Jews of 
that day sought for the gratification of 
their capricious atiachmer.ts, instead of 
the more ex[)ci!sive and troiiblcsomo 
system of polygamy. And hence out 
Lord applied tiiu remedy, where it was 
specially required, by forbidding di- 
vorces unless for the weiglitiest cause, 
such as adultery. Yet thi.s was no 
change in the divine arrangement, 
which had boon Use same from the bo 
gimiiiig. lie expressly declares, on 
the contrary, that tlie latitude assumed 
by ihe Israelites was an indnhjence 
gruvU'd hy Mont'.t. on account of " tlic 
hardness of tlieir lioavts." And this 
is a very diiiereiit thing from an au- 
thoritative decree of the Almighty. 

It is surely therefore manifest, from 
tliis language of our Saviour, that God 
•had never given any direct sanction 
to polygamy. Doubtless, as we must 
infer Irom many parts of the Old Testa- 
ment, it had become common among 
the Israelites, who, supposing them- 
Golves jnstitied b\' the case of Jacob, 
bad pntbably adopted it in so many 
insumoe.s that Mosod did not think it 



safe or prudent to put it down, lest 
worse evils might follow, nidoss ho was 
constrained to do .so by tho jiositivo 
command of tho Almighty. All that 
can be truly stated, therefore, is, thatvio 
HKcJi pofiUhe command, was given, and 
tho Deity left the human law-giver to 
use his own discretion in the matter. 

Such is the aspect of this question, 
according to the statement of our J -ord, 
wliich mu.st be conclu.sive to every 
Christian. And hence we may per- 
ceive, at once, that tho case i.s in no 
respect parallel to that of slavery. Kor 
here the Almighty caused his favored 
servant Noah to predict that the pos- 
terity of ilam should be the servants 
of servants, under the descendant.s of 
Shorn and Japliet. He recognized the 
bondman and the bondmaid in the ten 
commandu'.ents. He laid down tho 
positive law to Is?-ael that they .should 
buy the children of the heathen that 
were round about them, and of the 
strangers who dwelt in their land, to 
serve them and their families forever. 
The Saviour, when he ap})eared, made 
no allusion to the subject, but plainly 
declared that he had not come to de- 
stroy the law. The lirst church of be- 
liever.s in Jerusalem were all "zealous" 
for tb.e law. And St. I'aul preached 
obedience to the slaves among the Gen- 
tile churches, and sent a converted 
slave back to his Christian master. 

Where, then, is the resemljlance be- 
tween these cases ? In the matter of 
divorce and polygamy, the Deity is 
silent, learing them to the discretion 
of Moses, until the }tjes^iah phoidd 
come. But in regard to tlie slavery 
of Ham's posterity, he issues ids coin- 
mands distinctly. And the Saviour 
disclaims the intention to repeal the 
laws of his heavenly Father, while bo 
asserts the original design of marriage, 
and his inspired Apostle gives express 
sanction to slavery, and speaks of the 
one hushand and the one wife, in di- 
rect accordance with the word of Iub 
divine Muster. Here, tliei-cfore, it if? 
plain that the cases are .altogeLber un- 
like, and present a contrast, rather 
than a comparison. 

\\g know that the doctrine of tho 
l)rimitive church was in harmony v/ith 
this, for polygamy was never permit- 
ted, nor divorces for trilling causes, 
while slavery was allowed, as being 
perfecll}'' lawful, -so long as tho slave 
was treated with justice and kindness. 
The ancient canons .sometimes advort 
to the mode in which slaves might be 
corrected. Jii.shops and clergy hcW 
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sluvos, In later V\mos, bondmen and 
bondiiiaidH were in the service of con- 
vents und inonastorics, And no scru- 
ple was entertained upon tl»o sulijeeL 
luitil tiio close of llio last century, when 
the now lii!;lit bin-st I'orth which now 
duz/.lcH tlic eyes of so many worthy 
pcoi>le, and blinds them not only to 
the pliiii statements ol' Scriptiu'es, but 
to tho interests ol' national unity and 
peace. 

Thus, then, 1 have examined tho 
various topics embraced in your inqui- 
ry, and the conclusion which ! have 
been compelled to adojjt umst be sulli 
cientiy manifest. 'J'lio shivery of tho 
negro race, as maintained in the Sontli- 
orn Slates, appears to me Cully author- 
iiied both in the Old and the New Tes- 
tament, which, as tiie written Word oC 
(jod, allbrd the oidy infallible stantlard 
of moral rights and obligations. That 
very slaveiy, in my humble judgment, 
has raiseil the negro incomparably 
higher in the scale of humanity, and 
seems, in fact, to bo the only insti'u- 
mentality through which the heathen 
posterity of 11am have been raised at 
nil. Out of tliat slavery has arisen 
the interesting colony of Liberia, plant- 
ed by slaveholders, to be a place of re- 
fuge fur their emancipated bonduien, 
and destined, as 1 hope, to be a ricli 
benefit, in its futm-c growth and in- 
fluence, to Africa and to the world. 1 
do not forgot, aiKl 1 trust that f do not 
undervalue, the missionary work of 
England and our own land, in that be- 
nighted continent. But 1 believe that 
the nuiuuer of negroes Christianized j 
and civilized at'the South, through the j 
.system of slavery, exceeds tho pi-oduct ! 
of those iiiissionai-y laboi's, in a pro- 
portion of thousands to one. And 
thus the wisdom and s2:oodness of God 
are vuulicatod in the sanction which bis 
word has given, and the sentence origi- 
nally pronounced on Canaan as a cui se 
has been converted into a blessing. 

.1 have now gone over the wliole 
ground covered by yo\n- kind applica- 
tion, and would only hero repeat that 
on the question of slavery, which lies 
at tho root of all our present diflicul- 
lies, I have obeyed thendeof conscience 
and of duty, in opposition to my habits, 
my prejudices, and my sympathies, all ! 
of whicli would tend strongly to the ■ 
other side. 1 need hardly say that I 
am no {lolitivuan. More than forty 
years have elaj)sed since ' ctvised even 
to attend the polls. But as a Christian, 
I am bound to accept liie docti-ine of 
the apostles for my guide. And as a 
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citizen, T am bound to sustain the Con 
.^titulion of tho United Statos, and de- 
fend tho.so principles of law, and order, 
and friendly comity, which every State 
shoidd faithfully regard in its relation.s 
(o tho rest. Nor is this tiie first time 
tiiat I have expressed my op'nion«. I n 
a lecture at Bulfalo, published in 1850, 
and again in a volume entitled The 
ArncrUunt Citizen^ printed by PiKlnoy 
it liiissell, in 1857, 1 set forth tho sauio 
views on tho subject of slavery ; add- 
ing, however, a plan for its gradual abo- 
lition, whenever the South should con- 
.sent, and tlie whole strength of tlie 
(u)vcrnment could aid in itsacconq)lish- 
nient. Sooner or later, 1 believe that 
some nuiasuro of that character must 
bo adopted. But it belongs to the 
.slave States themselves to take the load 
in such a movement. And meanwhile, 
their legal rigiits and their natui'al feel- 
ings must be respected, if we would 
lio[)o for unity and" peace. 

in conclusion, I would only sa}*, that 
I am perfectly aware how distasteful 
my sentiments must be, on this vary 
serious question, to tho great majority 
•f my respected fellow-citi/.eu.s, in the 
region where divine Providence has 
oast my lot. It would assuredly be far 
51101-c agreeable if I could conscientiou.s- 
5y conform to the opinions of my 
fnend.s, to whoso ability, sincerity, 
and zeal I am ready to give all just 
conmiendation But it would be more 
moi'al cowardice in me to suppress^' 
what I believe to bo the truth, fop 
tiTe'sako of popularity. It can not be. 
long before I shall stan4at the tribunal; 
of that Almighty and unerring Judge,? 
v>iio has given us tho inspired Scrip-i. 
tures to bo our supreme dii'octoi-y in] 
i.'very moral and religious duty. 'My 
gray hairs admonish mo that 1 may! 
soon be called to give an accor.nt of 
my stewardship. And I have no fear 
ol' the sentence whicli lie will ))ro-| 
iiounce upon an honest though h\unble| 
eilbrt to sustain the authority of .llis.i 
Woiu), in just alliance with t!io Con- 
stitution, the peace, and the public 
welfiu-o of my country. 

With the fervent prayer that the 
Spirit of Wisdou), unity, and fraternal 
kindness may guide our National Con™ 
gross, the Legislatures of the sevei'al 
States, and the sovereign will of our 
whole people, to a happy acconnuoda- 
tion of every e.Nisting ditiiculty, 
1 I'cmain, with great regard, 
Your faithful servant in Christ, 

JOUN 11. Iloi'KINS, 

Bishop of tho Diocese of Veruioui, 



